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PPS-SF Enrollment Tips: 

Preparing for your School Tours

Touring schools provide a great opportunity to become familiar with a school, its community, and staff.  Ask questions and take notes on your tour to better compare schools.

Keep in mind that all SFUSD elementary schools have:

· The same curriculum standards.  See www.cde.ca.gov
· The same breakfast and lunch menu.  Go to www.sfusd.edu
· Funding for a half-time librarian.

· Instrumental music offered by instruction starting in 4th grade.

· GATE (Gifted and Talented Education) identification starting in 3rd grade

· Use the same math and English language arts textbooks.

· Can have a maximum class size of 22 students, K-3

· Can have a maximum class size of 35 students in 4th and 5th grades

· Special education Inclusion program

SFUSD elementary schools may differ regarding:

· Start and end times

· Before and after school care options in terms of availability, cost, and offerings

· Staffing 

· Enrichment programs

· Special Day programs for Special Education students

· Disciplinary structures and styles

· Facilities, grounds, buildings, and multipurpose rooms

· Uniform requirement

· Parent Involvement and fundraising

Create your own form to use while touring a school. Customize the following to reflect what is important to you.  

General information

· School name and address

· Start/end times

· Uniform school?  

· Number of K classes / size of school

· Transportation / Location

School facilities

· School Security and Access

· Yard(s) & Structures

· Building 

· Classrooms 

Staff

· Principal (style, vision, tenure, leadership, community engagement)

· Teachers (style, tenure, classroom management, turnover)

· Staff (beyond teachers, office secretary, custodian, lunch room staff)

Programs

· Assemblies, school wide activities, field trips

· Technology and Library resources and access

· Enrichment programs offered during the school day
· Collaboration with businesses and art organizations
· Enrichment programs offered beyond the school day
Supervision

· Before & after school day starts/ends (activities, drop off/pickup logistics, childcare options)

· At lunch and recess (activities, equipment)

· During rainy days

· Discipline Policy

Parent Involvement
· Ways that parents are involved

· Fundraising (How much, what its used for)

Communication

· Methods used to communicate with families about student progress, school events and activities, concerns, school goals and priorities.  

Middle or High Schools considerations

· Honors or Differentiated learning

· Advanced placement classes

· Vocational choices

· Where students go after they promote/graduate 

· How the school promotes college goal-setting or preparation

· Counselors availability and focus

· Support for SAT/ACT preparation

· After-school programs

· What enrichment, electives, or academies are offered

· Extracurricular sports, student clubs, or community service opportunities
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